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ZLEYS NEWS> 


This newsletter is produced quarterly by an editorial committee of residents and local workers. 
It has been distributed to the new part of Blackbird Leys and this is the first edition 
covering the whole of Blackbird Leys. 

Welcome to all our new readers! 

All contributions welcome. Deadline: Friday 6th March 1998 


——S 


Ficklish Allsorts 


The. funniest Christmas Present ever! 
A slapstick comedy entertainment of seasonal songs, 
stunts, puppets and panto mayhem! 
Loads of laughs and tons of. Joining in bits! 0 
Suitable for little kids over 2 gate * 
and bigger kids under 200! que 

omy | THE BARN 

5 Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys 


7.30pm Saturday 20 December 


Tickets: £1 
Available from The Farmhouse 01865 712244, 


‘Ticklish Allaors Show 1997 Telephone & Fax 01722 335654 
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NOTICE BOARD 


FARMHOUSE OPENING HOURS 
For Housing Association Tenants 


The Farmhouse is open 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Monday to Friday 
but 
Ealing Family Housing Association staff will not be 
available after 12 noon on the first Wednesday 
of each month, 
Oxford Citizens Housing Association staff will not 
be available Wednesday mornings until 2 p.m. 


(this is to allow for staff training + team meetings) 
If you want to see your Housing Officer, where 


ever possible, PLEASE make an appointment by 
ringing 712244 


Christmas & New Year Opening Hours 
for The Housing Associations at The 
Farmhouse 


Ealing Family Housing Association 


25" Dec —30™ Dec Closed 
31% Dec Normal Opening Hours 
1" Jan Closed 


Oxford Citizens Housing Association <“@) 


24" Dec Closed 
25" 26" Dec Closed 
29" 30 Dec Farmhouse Closed 
~ Oxford Citizens tenants 
ve Can contact staff at 244 
Barns Rd between 
i 10 a.m. —3.30 p.m. 
31* Dec 10 a.m. — 3.30 p.m. 
Thurs 1* January Closed 


For Ealing Family & Oxford Citizens tenants there 
will be a community caretaker on duty throughout the 
Christmas and New Year period for extreme 
emergencies. 


Cherwell Housing Trust offices will be closed from 
4.00 p.m. on the 24" December and will reopen on the 
5" January at 9.00 a.m.. Their emergency repair service 
will be operating during this period: Tel 0800 800678. 


~~ HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS 


from all 
Cherwell Housing Trust, Ealing Family, 
Northcote & Oxford Citizens staff. 


Oxford City Homes 
Blackbird Leys Local Housing Office 
3 Cuddesdon Way 


Normal Opening Hours: 


Mon - Thurs 9.00 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 
1.30 p.m. - 5 .00 p.m. 

Fri 9.00 a.m. - 12.30 p.m 
1.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. 


Christmas & New Year Opening Hours 
for City Homes: 


23" Dec 9.00 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. 
24" Dec - 1% Jan Closed 
2"4 Jan 9.00 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. 


KRM Oe 
Aho she ae ae ae ade ale ate ae ate ale ate ate ate 


Councillors Surgeries 


Surgeries take place on the last Friday in each 
month, from 2 to 3 p.m. in The Farmhouse, 
Nightingale Avenue and every Saturday from 
11.00 a.m. — 12.00 p.m. at the Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. 


If you want to contact your local councillors, 
their numbers are: 
> Cllr Dr. David Elwell 724685 
> Cllr Val Smith 772893 
> Cllr Tony Stockford T719T95 


Do you know who the Parish Council are or what we do? 
The Parish Council is a legally elected body who are there 
to represent the whole of Blackbird Leys in matters which 
concem everyone who lives on Blackbird Leys. 

If you are worried about issues that affect the everyday 
lives of people, perhaps traffic problems or lack of facilities 
in Blackbird Leys - these are the sort of things you could 


perhaps bring to our attention either by coming to a Parish 
Council meeting and using the public slot or writing to me. 

122 Sandy Lane, 

Blackbird Leys, 

Chair of the Blackbird Leys Parish Council 

‘® 453742 


se “te M Florey 
Oxford, OX4 5AS 
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Churches Together In Cowley & District Christmas 
Celebration with carols & readings. 

Templar Square 

Shopping Centre 

Tuesday 23" December 730 p.m. 


This event has been put together in response to public 
request & building on a history of all the churches in 
Cowley & the surrounding area working together to 
recognise God in the community. 

Whilst the Carols (accompanied by Oxford Silver 
Band) will be traditional, the short bible readings will 
link to contemporary issues following the themes of 
Mother/Father/Shepherd/King. The event will be, above 
all a celebration. 


Further details @ 748864 & ask for Wendy White 


Lights of Love 


Last year, for the first time, a remarkable Christmas 
Tree stood outside Sir Michael Sobell House Hospice, 
in the grounds of the Churchill Hospital. Much as it 
was admired for its size & its beauty, this Tree wasn’t 
simply a traditional symbol of Christmas, for each one 
of its 1,100 sparkling lights carried a loving message 
for someone who had died. 

Another lovely tree will grace the Hospice this 
Christmas on Saturday 13" December at 4.30 p.m. and 
everyone is welcome to dedicate a light - whether their 
loved one died at Sobell House or elsewhere. They are 
also invited to complete a personal ‘In Memory’ page 
which will be bound into one of the special Lights of 
Love Books of Remembrance. 

Lights this Christmas call Sobell House on 

01865 883339 


ANGLICAN, BAPTIST, METHODIST, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 


Welcomes you to celebrate Christmas in church with carols & the beauty of candlelight & children’s singing 


Community Carol Service Sunday 21* December at 7 p.m. (arrive in good time - the church gets very full) 


Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve at 11.30 p.m. - a service of joy, peace, & prayer for the world, for all residents of 


Blackbird Leys, & for all we especially love & care about. 


Christmas Day - celebration of family Communion at 10 a.m. 


4) 
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i Fry’s Hill- New Homes to Rent for Over 55 Year Olds 


September saw the official opening of the first of the 148 new flats for over 55 year olds by Hilary Armstrong MP, the 
Government Minister responsible for Housing. She was accompanied by fellow Minister and local MP Andrew Smith. 


The first phase of the self-contained flats have now been let, and residents have started moving into Fry’s Court, the first of the 
two sheltered housing schemes to open. 


The remaining self-contained flats will become available through the coming months, and Potter’s Court will open in the Spring. 


Situated in an attractive setting featuring a village green, park and communal gardens, the flats are only a short bus ride away 
from a wide range of shops and facilities, including Templars Square at Cowley. 


The flats within the sheltered housing schemes offer independence, with the added security of having someone to call upon 24 
hours a day if you have a problem. They are built to a high standard and have a number of special features including: 


video security entry 

lifts 

fitted kitchen with oven, hob & fridge 

fitted carpet in the lounge, bedroom & hall 

vinyl flooring in the kitchen & bathroom 

connection to the Community Alarm Scheme 

communal lounge 

communal laundry 

adapted bathroom within the block with hoist facilities for those requiring assisted bathing 
guest room facilities within each block for the us of family & friend staying overnight 


> 
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There is allocated space for a library within Fry’s Court - We would welcome any contributions of 
any board games, books, puzzles, magazines or shelving for us to initiate the library. 


| Residents will have daily contact, weekdays, with the Sheltered Housing Officer responsible for managing the schemes. She will 

help people to live independently, with privacy and dignity, whilst trying to ensure that support is available from health care 
professionals, where necessary. 
Residents will also be able to use the facilities at The Clockhouse Community Centre, which has been purpose built for older 
residents. It has two large day rooms for community activities and two smaller rooms for private meetings. It is hoped that 
residents will be involved with the management of the centre, and determining it’s use. The centre can be used for: 

leisure & recreational activities 

provision of professional care & support 

meals for up to 50 people at one sitting 

private hire for family events & celebrations 


If you have a friend or a family member who would benefit from moving to Fry’s Hill, or are interested in renting one of 
the flats yourself please contact the Marketing Officer at Oxford City Council on Oxford 252312, or the housing 
associations on Oxford 714509. 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS 
REDEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET 
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What Is The 
Single Regeneration 
Budget (SRB) 


Not surprisingly, lots of people have never heard of 
SRB so here’s what it’s about & what it will mean 
in practical terms for local people living in 
Blackbird Leys. 


The Single Regeneration Budget (SRB) is targeted at the 
regeneration of an area and is intended to improve training, 
employment, housing, environmental and business 
opportunities for local communities. 


Every year the Government invites bids and the schemes to 
be supported are selected by Government Ministers. The 
competition is tough and the majority of schemes put 
forward are unsuccessful. Our scheme “The Blackbird Leys 
Redevelopment Initiative” was successful in attracting just 
over £1 million from the Government to add to the funding 
coming from the City Council and the Housing Corporation. 


The benefits for local people will be considerable and 
the targets aimed for are: ¢ 


ay] 


* Over 300 new training places 


¥s 
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* Over 200 people obtaining accredited training 
qualifications 


Approximately 30 new long term jobs for local 
people 


100 households re-housed from defective 


housing 


There will be at least 7 separate training packages and 
these include construction skills, building 
maintenance, business management, community care, 
housing management, carpentry & plant maintenance. 
The 3 community enterprises will provide long term 
employment opportunities for local people. 


3 community businesses set up 


Over 60 new homes built 


This initiative builds on a successful Round One SRB bid “ 
The Blackbird Leys/Cowley Initiative” and it is linked to the 
other major housing developments at Blackbird Leys that the 
city has set up in partnership with Housing Associations . 


In working up the bid, the City Council has worked closely 
with a number of other agencies in particular Ealing Family 
Housing Association, OCDA and the Pegasus Court Tenants 


Association. 
hw Martin Walsh, OCC 


Training in 
Social Care, Carpentry, 
Joinerv & Buildins Craft 


A new training course commenced on September 8" with 19 
trainees starting. They will be working towards an NVQ in 
Carpentry & Joinery or Building Craft Operations 
(brickwork, blockwork, plastering, rendering & laying 
paving slabs). 


A new social services care course also 

commenced in September, with six Blackbird Leys residents 
joining that course. They will be working towards an NVQ 
in Social Care. 


National Vocational Qualifications (NVQ’s), are 

designed by industry for industry. They assess competence 
to do the job, and underpinning knowledge because the 
trainees are continually assessed. There is no exam to take 
at the end. 


NVQ’s are divided up into units, usually 8 or 9 per NVQ. 
These split the NVQ down into more manageable chunks 
and usually relate to a particular subject, for example, Health 
& Safety. Each unit is assessed independently of one 
another, which means an individual may complete units 
towards the NVQ qualification. 


This enables individuals to progress at their own 
pace. Therefore, trainees who have relevant 
experience and can already demonstrate some 
of the required skills can progress through the 
the NVQ at a faster pace. 


(@) “= 
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Where Are They Now? Fy 
Some of the trainees from the last course are on extended 
work placements with local companies, others have already 
moved into full time employment. 


e 


Willmott Dixon, a large building contractor working in 
Blackbird Leys, have volunteered to take trainees on work 
placement, and then offered full time employment to those 
who completed. 


Eight trainees from the previous carpentry & joinery course 
are a Young Self Build group. After several weeks on work 
placement with Willmott Dixon they have actually 
commenced building their own homes at Peppercorn 
Ayenue. 


Anyone interested in training in either care or 
construction skills should contact OCDA on 
Oxford (01865) 771822 


Update 
Community Businesses On Blackbird Leys - 


Pad What Is A Community 
Business? 


It is a trading organisation, owned & controlled by the local 
community, which in this case would mean people 
living/working in Blackbird Leys. Local people or 
organisations are able to become members of the business 
& elect a Board of Directors. In contrast to other forms of 
community enterprise, there are no individual financial 
benefits to be gained from being a member. The individual 
benefits are in the employment & training opportunities 
created & the skills local people will gain by being on the 
Board of Directors. 


Any profits made from the trading activities can either be 
re-invested in the business and/or used for the benefit of the 
community, by providing local services or supporting other 
local initiatives. 


What’s Happening On 
Blackbird Leys? 


The Community Business ideas being worked on locally 
include a Maintenance Company undertaking work such 
as painting & decorating, electrical work & appliance 
tepairs. A Care Company to provide a range of services 
to elderly persons in their own homes or at certain venues 
across the estate, such as hairdressing, meals or assistance 
with personal care. A Community Newsletter ‘Leys 
News’ - which you are reading! This project began on 
October 1*, 3 editions will be produced for the whole of the 


Blackbird Leys estate, old & new. OCDA are working with 
the Leys News Project on a feasibility study to look at the 
possibility of it becoming a Community Business. Finally a 
Cleaning Company to undertake domestic & industrial 
cleaning, firstly at the Farmstead Complex. 


hat Next? # 


To help us establish these businesses, we need to assess the 
skills & level of interest that people living on the estate 
have. To do this a survey will be coming through your 
letter box in January asking whether you have any 
qualifications or experience relevant to these 

business ideas and if you do - Do you want to get 
involved? By working jor the business or helping to run it? 
If you do, the first thing to do is return the 

questionnaire. As an added incentive, all returned 
questionnaires will be put into our PRIZE DRAW to win 
£100 worth of Argos vouchers. 


These businesses will not get started if local people 
do not get involved. We want to create more jobs & 
training opportunities as well as businesses that will 
benefit Blackbird Leys as a whole. 


Please get invoived & return the questionnaire when 
it arrives and/or phone Joanne Smith at OCDA on 
(01865) 772822 


~ i 
Pegasus Court Tenants x 
Association (PCTA) t >) 


After 44 years of representing tenants interests, the Pegasus 
Court Tenants Association will be closing down at 
Christmas. The last committee member is due to move out 
at the end of November and it is proving increasingly 
difficult for us to continue under these circumstances. An 
open meeting for tenants and ex-tenants was held on the 
2T* October to announce the closure and say more 
farewells to the people we have been working with. 


This tenants association was first set up to try to finda 
solution to Pegasus Court in May 1993 and after many 
(often late night) discussions it was agreed that the only 
way forward was to re-house everyone and redevelop the 
site. In order to do this we changed landlords in September 
1996 and formed a partnership with Oxford City Council, 
Ealing Family Housing Association & the OCDA, The 
partnership put together an initiative which gained funding 
from the SRB & all of a sudden we found that we were part 
of a much larger project, one that included the whole of the 
Blackbird Leys estate. 

Everything that has happened at Pegasus Court has been the 
result of working together, either with the tenants, the 
Council, our new landlord or numerous other organisations. 
Being able to come to terms with the possible & not so 
possible, of realising when our expectations were above the 
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ability of others to deliver, is something we have found to 
be a very necessary part of the process. The end result may 
not be perfect, but the giving & taking we have done has 
finally brought about the end of some of the worst housing 
conditions in Oxford. 


Enid Foster, PCTA 


Progress With The Pegasus 
Court Re-housing Project % 
Ealing Family Housing Association & Oxford City Council 
started to re-house tenants from Pegasus Court in October 
1996, with the aim of demolishing the blocks towards the 
end of 1998. 


The rate at which tenants have been offered alternative 
accommodation & moved out of Pegasus Court has 

been faster than expected, & there are now only about 30 
households still living there. Most of the tenants who have 
moved out have accepted offers of accommodation in 
Blackbird Leys, on the new estate or elsewhere in Oxford. 
A few have found their own accommodation, bought 
properties through Shared Ownership or the Tenants 
Incentive Scheme or moved to other parts of the country 
through the HOMES Scheme. 


Attention has been paid to security measures during the 
running down of the site. A security guard service has been 
provided to help remaining tenants feel safe. 


It is sad to see the closure of PCTA. On the other hand, 
since their work has resulted in the current project to re- 
house tenants , redevelop the site & they have influenced 
every aspect of how the project has progresse. 


Becky Willis, Ealing Family Housing 
Association (EFHA) 
SRB Articles 
Compiled by Julia Tomkins, Oxford City Council 


creative solutions to local need: 


OCDA would like to Wish 
All residents of Blackbird Leys 
A Merry Christmas 
& 

Prosperous New Year 


DOOR PROBLEMS 


Important Message to Cherwell Housing Trust, 
Ealing Family, Oxford Citizens & Northcote tenants 
& shared owners. 
A number of properties built by Beezer Homes have 
defective front & back doors. The Housing 
Associations would like to reassure all residents 
affected that we are seeking a solution to this problem 
with the original builders, Beezer Homes. 
If you live in one of the properties affected thank you 
for your patience & please bear with us whilst we 
negotiate a satisfactory outcome. 
David Truesdale on behalf of 
the Housing Associations. 


eS Fe OS ae 
LEISURE DEVELOPMENT 


Between Fry’s Hill and the Oxford United 
Stadium is an area (approx. 2.5 acres) alongside 
the brook which will be developed for some form 
of “Leisure” use. Our existing plans are for an 
all-weather pitch (football and hockey), an 
outdoor basketball court, changing rooms, a grass 
pitch and a sitting area. Any comments on these 
proposals would be gratefully received and there 
is a possibility that the original plans will be 
changed. Let me know what you think! 
David Steel, Oxford Leisure, 
109 - 113 St. Aldates, 
Oxford, OX1 1DS 


Le SSS 
UPDATE ON COMTEL 
On the New Part of 
Blackbird Leys 


As you are aware, Comtel are very active in the Blackbird 
Leys area preparing it for connection to their cable system. 


Properties that have already been built will have Comtel 
installed starting in February 1998. 


Properties presently under construction will have service 
ducts installed as they are built. Comtel are planning to 
install these ducts prior to Christmas. So if you have just 
moved into a new home and would like the services that 
Comtel can offer, please contact them on their sales queries 
line on (01865) 450470. 


Jed Revans, 
Oxford Citizens Housing Association 
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STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! 


OXFORD COMMUNITY 
MEDIATION 
COMES TO THE LEYS 


Problem with your neighbours? 
Fed up with their complaints? 


If you have problems with noise, boundaries, abusive behaviour, building works, parking, children’s play areas, dogs, etc, it will 
soon be possible to talk to a mediator practically on your doorstep. Mediators can give you hints on how to deal with your 
neighbours yourself, alternatively you can find out if mediation may be of use to you. 

On the first Monday of every month starting on Monday 2" February 1998 you will be able to see a mediator at the 
Clockhouse, Windale Avenue, from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. This service is available to anyone and is completely confidential and 
free. There is no need to book an appointment, just turn up. 


Mediators are trained and experienced in resolving disputes. They can work with you to assist you to decide how to improve 
your situation for the future. 


But you don’t have to wait. If you want to find out more about mediation now, please ring Cathy or Pam on (01865) 742439. 
It is possible to have an appointment with a mediator within a week, and they can see you at a time and a place that is convenient 
to you. Our service is usually free. 


STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! 


FAMILY-CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Tuesday 23" December 
e J 7 p.m. — 10.30 p.m. 
At the Barn 
Nightingale Ave. 


Pe) 
beh 


DISCO 


An adult MUST accompany children under 16. 


TICKETS: only £3 per family of 4, £1 for a single ticket (on sale at the door) 


Q-: 


For more information Telephone 01865 712244 


BAR _ Grant aided from the Housing Associations Snack Bar 


¢ sy 
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THANK YOU 


The Leys Editorial Board would like to say a big thanks to our 
sponsors below. Without their support this issue of ‘Global Leys 
News’ would not have been possible. 


igs 


1782 
MORRELLS BREWERY 
Oxford 


OXFORDSHIRE 
community 
FOUNDATION 


INVESTING IN THE COMMUNITY 


B-Line Business Centre for their support in the setting up of the Project Office 
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NEW IT TRAINING CENTRE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


EDIT in partnership with Abingdon College, and the Pathway Centre, Blackbird Leys are 
proud to announce the opening of a new Computer training centre for people with 
disabilities and mental health needs. 


EDIT is a nationally registered charity which aims to improve the job prospects of 
disabled people through training in Information Technology and associated NVQ 
qualifications. 


In announcing this new initiative for Oxfordshire, Centre Manager Jon Williams today 
said, “EDIT is not a day centre, rather a supportive environment where disabled people 
are welcomed and enabled to reach their maximum potential. We will be training NVQs 
levels 1 through to 4. We engage in commercial contracts in Access, Desktop Publishing, 
Visual Basic, Multimedia programming and Web Page design. We work with local 
employers to ensure that the training we offer, that the packages and the hardware that 
we use is what is demanded by local industry”. 


“The Pathways Centre is dedicated to employment training of disabled and 
disadvantaged people. Their patron is local MP Andrew Smith, Minister for 
Employment, with special responsibilities for disabled people. Abingdon College are an 
innovative and dynamic college who were quick to see the potential of EDIT and its 
operations. We would like to thank both of these organisations for their support,” said 
Mr. Williams. 


The centre will be operational from November 1% 1997 and is currently recruiting 
students for distance learning courses. As a distance learner, students are expected to 
attend the centre for half a day per month. The rest of the work is done at home, often on 
a computer loaned from EDIT. Students send their homework in by post and are 
supported at home through telephone support by a tutor and by EDIT’s Distance 
Learning Liaison Officer. 


For further information please contact Jon Williams on 01865 396000, or write to EDIT, 
Pathway Centre, Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 5EX. 
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EDIT is accredited to train a variety of NVQ (National Vocational Qualification) courses 
in IT. All NVQs are practical courses which place an emphasis on the hands-on skill to 


do the job. 


Listed below are just some of the skills you can acquire during your time at EDIT 


NVQ Level 1 


File management, Data backup 
& restore techniques 
Wordprocessing 

Databases 

Spreadsheets & Graphs 
Desktop publishing 

Handling Hardware & 

General Maintenance 

Modems, Scanners & Multimedia 


NVQ Level 3 Use & Support IT 


Hardware recommendations 
Software recommendations 
Peripheral recommendations 
Setting up computer systems 
Muiti-media presentations 
Extensive user training 


NVQ Level 2 


Developing previous skills to a higher level 
Complex document production 

Installing Hardware & Software 

Data Protection Act 

Health & Safety Legislation 

Networks 

Developing teaching notes 

Running training sessions 


NVQ Level 3 System Design & 
Programming 


Formal Design Methods 

Access & Visual Basic Programming 
System Development 

Time Management 

Team Working 

System Testing 

Installation & User Training 


For more information please contact 
Jon Williams 
Edit, The Pathways Centre, 
Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys 
Oxford OX4 SEX 
Telephone & Fax 01865 396000 


Please do leave a message if we do not happen to be in the office 


a * 
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Workers Educational Association . 
Margaret Sanders Branch - providing opportunities for women 


BRIDGE INTO WORK (Free Creche) Cowley Community Education Centre 

e Where to look for paid work & how to get it ‘THAMES AND SOLENT 
e Help with English 

Starts February 23rd10 a.m.-12.noon 10 sessions Mondays 

Information Meeting February 9" at 10 a.m. 


NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR AFRICAN CARIBBEAN WOMEN (help with babysitting costs) 
Cowley Parish Hall 

« Improve your job prospects, or get promotion at work 

« Study with Black Women 

« Dealing with racism at work & in the community 

Starts February 23rd 7.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m. 15 sessions Mondays 

Information meeting February 9" at 7 p.m. 


SECOND CHANCE TO LEARN (with free creche) 

44b Princes Street, off Cowley Road 

e Sharpen up your learning skills - investigating, writing, reading, spelling, putting a case 
« Study topics you choose - education, law & order, drugs, health, work 

Starts February 26" 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 18 sessions.... Thursdays 

Information meeting: February 12" at 10 a.m. 


* 
For more information, ring Annie Winner on % 01865 361841 - or just turn up for the first session. 


PISITTITSTITT 


Ethnic 
Minority Computer & Business Start up Skills 


Business A F 
Service Starts January 21°' 1998 : tite 


ETHNIC MINORITY BUSINESS SERVICES OFFERS: 


FREE TRAINING FOR 12 WEEKS IN COMPUTER & BUSINESS START UP SKILLS 
LEADING TO: 


CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & WORDPOWER 


For application form & further details contact the Ethnic Minority Business Service. 2 
Avenue Lane, off Chapel Street, Cowley, Oxford OX4 1YF. 


Telephone 01865 794431, Fax 01865 794006 
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LEYS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Do You Live on the New Part of 
Blackbird Leys? 


WE NEED YOU! 


Come & join us & have your say on making the estate 
a good place to live. 

These are some of the issues we're working on at the 
moment. 

Shop on the Green at The Farmstead, Nightingale 
Avenue: 

We need a shop. Should it be built there? Is there a better 
site? Come & give us your ideas. 


Control of Traffic & need for Road Markings: We think 
there should be road markings to make rights of way at 


junctions clear. We think that traffic should be kept at 20 
mph. Do you agree? Can you help us to get this to happen?, 


would like to invite you to their 


CHRISTHAS BAZAAR 


The Dovecote Centre 
13 Dec 1997 
1-4 pm 
an fo 


Ny 
Np and much, much ty 
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Buses to Falcon Close. Maps at the entrance 
to the new development. What should be 
built on the new Leisure Area near the Oxford 
United Ground? How should £85,000 of 
Planning Gain money be spent? How can 
neighbourhood nuisance be controlled? 
These are some of the many other issues we are 
looking at. We can have a effect. 


Come & join us. We meet generally on the 
second Tuesday of each month in The 
Dovecote, Nightingale Ave. at 6.30 p.m. -8 
p.m. (free créche for under 12’s). For more 
information contact The Chairperson via The 
Farmhouse Oxford 712244. 


Are you or Do you know someone 
who may be interested in one of the 
New Flats for people over 55 at Fry’s 
Hill 


If so - Then come along to the 


Christmas Open Day 
at the 


Clock House 


Tuesday 16 December 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


Seasonal refreshments 
available 


A fashion show was held at 22 
Greenfinch Close on Friday 
Bs August 1997. 
Eas OW was OTF; 

lonica, S: hae 
oles) Zoe, Caer & Nicole. 
The girls aged between 12 & 7 
raised £25 for the John 
Radcliffe Special Care 
Nursery 


ik you to tho: ho 
support i girls 
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Farmstead Management Group Annual Report 1997-98 


Our aim is to help with managing The Barn, The Dovecote (an under 8°s building) & The Clock House (for elderly people). 
These buildings are in Nightingale Avenue on the new bit of Blackbird Leys. We are a joint committee of Residents & 
Housing Association representatives. We generally meet on the first Tuesday of each month from 6.30 - 8.00 p.m. at The 
Farmhouse (free creche for under 12’s in The Dovecote). 

Lots has been achieved over the last year. We have run successful community Christmas, Valentine & Easter 
parties/discos in The Barn. 

We have got more basic equipment into the amazing Barn Kitchen thanks to funding from the Housing Associations and 
installed music equipment thanks to a grant from Oxford City Leisure Department. 

We have opened a bank account in the name of the group. We have submitted a lottery bid in partnership with OCDA to fund 
1 fall time and 1 part-time worker to help manage and develop the community facilities. We have helped name the new 
buildings for the elderly on Fry’s Hill. 

Our Christmas events are the Pantomime - A Box of Christmas Crackers - Sat 20 December (see advert on the front) & 
Community Christmas Party - Tuesday 23" December (see advert). Do come to either or both. 

Our plans for the future include setting up a disco for young people & helping to get The Clock House fully into use. 


If you're interested in any of this & would like to get involved or just know more, then contact the Chairperson, ‘Nathan 
Knight Tel: 395187 or COME TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on SATURDAY 20™ DECEMBER AT 
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. at THE DOVECOTE (Free creche for under 12’s). 


S HAVE YOUR SAY!!! cis 


WHAT DO YOU WANT TO HAPPEN IN YOUR COMMUNITY BUILDINGS? 
The Farmstead Management Group Need you to elect a 
CHAIRPERSON, TREASURER & OTHER KEY POSTS 


Full membership is open to all individuals aged 18 and over who are tenants and residents of the Housing 
Associations in the New Part of Blackbird Leys. Associate membership is open to other interested individuals 


PLEASE COME TO THE SECOND 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FARMSTEAD MANAGE T GROUP 


The Dovecote Centre, Nightingale Avenue. 
Saturday 20" December at 6 p.m.-7 p.m. - Before the Christmas Cracker Pantomime 


Free créche in the Dovecote for under 12’s 


For a copy of the constitution or for further information contact Wendy Spray, Tenant Participation Worker 01865 712244 
Come and VOTE 


Nomination Form for Farmstead Management Group Committee 
Name of person proposed: ....... ww. Name of proposer: ... 


Address: ww Address: . 


Tel. no: .. woe «= TOL ETDS. 


Position: Chair/Vice Chair/Treasurer/Secretary/Committee Member (4 places) /Associate Member Representative (2 places) [please circle the 
relevant position] 


| This form should be returned to Wendy Spray, Tenant Participation Worker, The Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
OX4 SBU by 12 noon Thursday 18 December 1997. | 
Nomination can be taken at the meeting if the positions have not been filled 
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FOOTBALL UPDATE 


CHAIRMAN Mr A. BEAL 453666 
SECRETARY MrP.COURTNAGE 749587 
TREASURY Mr T. WAITE 777581 


Blackbird Leys Football Club was formed in May 

of this year. It is the only adult football club on 

the estate. We play in the R. T. Harris League, 

and our home matches are played on the pitch 

adjacent to the Leisure Centre on Blackbird Leys. 

We are currently 4" in the league after winning 2 THE BARN KARATE UB' 

games, drawing 2 games and losing one. SENSEI BENNY SOLOMON a G 
Cc 

At the moment we have no sponsor, and would ican eesrs o> 

be very grateful if anyone or business would like Baereretv eee ia = 

to sponsor us. Price: €2 per session F- 


THE BARW 
NIGHTINGALE AVENUE 3 


For further inlermation 
Tel: 01868 770595, 


fame AFFILIATED TO THE EKGB 
KGB (Engtsn Karate Governing Body) is he aaly Sports Council recognised 
Governing Body le Kaen England Al nsincers we aur an custfed 
{each and al mcnndual members are insured by love 


omsazaSin & Slimz=c=z7 


Are you going to be a Christmas Pudding or a Christmas Cracker? 
There is still time to lose those extra pounds ... Come along & see Gill at 


Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Pegasus Road 
Blackbird Leys 


Thursday Evenings at 7 p.m. 
or call Oxford 730009 


You have nothing to lose but pounds!! 


=a5- 
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Introduction to Computers 


rf Danny O'Loughlin a yy FREE Class 


Do you want to learn about computers and brush 


PAINTING DECORATING -\P2 eee 


There will be 1 free courses at the ABLE Centre, 


TILING/PAPER HANGING _ } oxford College, Blackbird Leys. 


GENERAL PROPERTY | _Wecotdoe-enento nen rome 
MAINTENANCE 7:30 ~ 9 p.m. 7 weeks 


Childcare Support Offered. 
TEL: 01865- 772270 Phone 778827 for pre-course interview. 


ABLE Open Learning Centre 


MOBILE: 0468 018626 percent cole Campus 


Blackbird Leys Precinct 
OXFORD OX4 5HN 


OMESRD 
COLLEGE 


of footer Edenton ® 


Intensive 
Business Skills 
Programme 


*Jearn 
*update 
*improve 
Your knowledge of software 
packages using Windows 


Wednesday January 28th 1998 
Covering aspects of Community 
Business Development 


What isa Community —_Legal Structures 
Business 


How to get people in- Developing a Project 
volved 


For further details please contact: Joanne 
Smith at OCDA on (01865) 772822 


11 weeks x 15 hrs per week 
Monday to Thursday 
1 full day + 3 half days 
£22 


Starts Monday 12 January 


Young Mums [want to have fun? 


Meet others like 
you? 


Share interests? 


L 
= 
1) 
) 
0) 
O 
& 
0 
5 
aa) 


bookings/further details 


Meet neonate telephone (01865) 269 248 


(@voung Mums 
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| 


SONA Ry neg 


SHEPHERDS HILL PLAYGROUP BLACKBIRD LEYS PRESCHOOL 
DOVECOTE CENTRE MOORBANK 
TEL 779504 TEL 747166 


RAINBOW PLAYGROUP & RISING THREE’S FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP. 
JUBILEE COMMUNITY HALL CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
TEL 717758 TEL 396241 

Please contact the individual playgroups to enquire about vacancies and admissions 

If you would like to find out how to start working as a playgroup assistant please contact either 

the playgroup supervisors or Helen Lee, Preschool Committee Support Worker. Tel. 717701 


FAIA EK ERR A ARIE AEI FER AEA AEA EK AK FER IRA AAI AOA AK AACA AER FEA AER FIA ICARK A AAR RK ARIK 


CITY & GUILDS 3593 CERTIFICATE 
IN SESSIONAL CRECHE WORK 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LEISURE CENTRE 
Mondays, 9.30am-12.30pm, starts 2 February 1998 and finishes 13 July 1998 
Cost is £90 
BUT if receiving benefits only £5 deposit and £1 per week for 15 weeks. 
The course is composed of 6 units of competence: 
* Care for the physical needs of babies and children in a creche 
First Aid and Medical emergencies 
* Plan a créche ¢ Timetable créche activities 
+ Run a créche ¢ Use play skills 


For further information contact: 
Michéle Kershaw on 01235 541033 
Gill Warland on 01865 717701 
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Home Ownership Opportunities 
through Northcote 


DO 

IT 
YOURSELF 
SHARED 

| Shared Ownership reduces your OWNERSHIP 


i monthly commitments as a first time Buying a property through DIYSO 
buyer - when you need help most. couldn’t be easier! 
@Fitted Kitchen, Gas Cooker, Fridge With DIYSO you can buy a home of 
/Freezer and Washing machine your choice from the open market* 

| @Gas Central Heating and Northcote will purchase the 

property on your behalf and sell you 


Burglar Alarms to all houses 
a share that you can afford. 


| @Private Gardens and Parking Spaces with 
| houses Oxford City Council and Housing 


©10 Year NHBC/Zurich certificate Association tenants who live in the 
1 : Oxford City Council area can apply 
@FREE Mortgage and Rent Protection for 3 rid ceenfitig recline 
Years y BITS 
THREE BEDROOM HOMES 
FROM - £75,600 £1,000 
aid on 


| TWO BEDROOM HOMES _ completion 
Q FROM - £63,000 © - e eaaiteeee, 
5 $ ONE BEDROOM HOMES Sige 3 yéais 
FROM - £54,600 > redundancy 


OXFORD VILLAGE ee 
off Grenoble Road, Greater Leys, 


Oxford % 
For further details on DIYSO, 


For more information on please call Jill Airey on 
Oxford Village please contact 0181 621 9754 
David Loye on 01865 712244 *subject to scheme value limits 
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If you would like to receive a translation of the | 


|_ attached, please contact your Housing Officer. _| 


Fatt pesauefasws coe were oseost | 
froserast aoe mre afin orfzns os fuser as 1 | 


[ape ane wir wer 3 Gro we qfecret ar fedt orqere 
wetter ar pear are TPT sree RE TST | 


BM Wale Urtse <tsat TW aH HID eta 
ASA Slat cl a~AHt2t S1GHssai BUABAeeit MUS SVL. cucwn 


rey angler oligo eT 
Ja se SG else ST ye 


Use this newsletter to advertise your service or event. ‘ 


Reach approximately 4,000 doormais for a very cheap price either with an advert in the newsletter or with separate 
insert up to Ad size. 


Prices: profit-making organisations Prices: non profit-making organisations 
Adverts: Inserts Adverts: Inserts 
£20 for 1/8th of Ad side £80 per 1,000 £10 for 1/8th of A4 side £40 per 1,000 
£40 for 1/4th of A4 side (up to size A4) £20 for 1/4th of Ad side (up to size A4) 
£80 for 1/2th of A4 side £40 for 1/2th of A4 side 
£160 _ for whole of A4 side £80 for whole ¢ of Ad side 


- Voluntary groups may receive a reduction in these rates - 
[The editorial Committee can in no way accept responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers] 
Contact Carol Baxter on @ 0410 588349. 


Fs SCCCCCCCGD 2D 2 aa aad 


This is YOUR NEWSLETTER, USE IT. ~ 
The Editorial Committee would like more articles and feedback from YOU, the residents. 


= 


We started a Letters Page in the January Farol Baxter, Project Worker, 
issue. Have you got any issues, comments, C/o The Dovecote Centre 
ideas, concerns? Nightingale Ave. 

Blackbird Leys 
If so, why not send a letter* to: Oxford, 


pox4 5BU = 


We are very happy to help you - or just write something yourself - or come and join the Editorial 
Committee. 

The deadline for items to be included in the next newsletter will be 6" March for 
distribution on 1** to 4" April - Please come along to the editorial meeting or contact Carol 
Baxter on 0410 588349 to find out more. 


* We may edit any contributions received. 
and do not guarantee to publish all letters sent 


